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Drug Information and Literature Evaluation: Syllabus
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Introduction and History

Clinical Trial Desigas I & 11

Survey of Tertiary References

Statistics I & 11

Adverse Drug Reaction References

Results and Discussion Section

Specialized Drug Information Sources

Review Articles

Pregnancy and Lactation References

Journal Club

Drug Interaction References

Special topics; Epidemiology

Secondary References

Special topics; Advanced Literature Evaluation

Computer Searching (Medline)

Special topics; Advertising

Computer-based References

Special topics; Poison Information

Application of Systematic Approach

Keeping up with the Medical Literature

Primary Literature Publishing Process and Abstraction

Special topics: Economics

Formal Consult Writing

Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committees
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Table2 Modified Systematic Approach (1997)

Step Approach

Stepl Secure aemographlcs vl rcyucsiul

Step2 Obtain background information

Step3 Determine and categorize ultimate question

Step4 Develop strategy and conduct search

StepS Perform evaulation, analysis and synthesis

Step6 Formulate and provide response

Step7 Conduct follow-up and documentation
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Drug Information Consults Grading Sheet
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1. Grobal issues (15 points)

Paper identifies true nature of consult

Paper remains focused on topic of consult

Paper considers all relevant parameters

2. Literature search (5 points)

Literature search adequately identifies relevant literature

3. Body (45 points)
Introduction (10 points)

-reviews disease state/condition relating to consult

-reviews pharmacoloogy/mechanism of drug

Literature Evaluation (15 points)

-reviews studies systematically

-provides clear and concise summaries of studies

-understands the implications of each study

Conclusion (10 points)

-appropriate conclusions drawn and recommendations made

Documentation (10 points)

-citation appropriate when needed

-references in correct format

4. Style and Organization (10 points)

Paragraphs are well developed, single themes

Structure is clear and effective with logical transitions

5. Language (15 points)

Spelling, grammar, and punctuation are perfect

(deduct 1/2point per error, up to 15)

6. Appearance (10 points)

Attends to necessary details (spacing, type size, font)

Correct length (word count, number of references)

Total (out of 100 points)
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Education of the Drug Informatics at the 'Hokkaido College of Pharmacy

Nahoko Kurosawa ', Keiichi Ito'
Hokkaido College of Pharmacy

7-1 Katsuraoka-cho, Otaru, Hokkaido 047-0264, Japan

Abstract :

Since 1993, the Hokkaido College of Pharmacy has established only one academic policy with a major emphasis

on the higher level of pharmacy education to promote and advance the quality of pharmacists, who can in turn, con-
tribute to pharmacecutical care. The curriculum for the bachelor degree contains the intensive drug informatics (DI)
programs, which include 28 hrs of lectures, 3-days of intensive school based DI practice, and one month of hospital
pharmacy practice as a clerkship. To develop and to enhance the level of DI skills with respect to various problems
associated with the assessment and management of DI service in a clinical setting, each lecture includes one exercise
regarding general clinical problems. Following the end of DI course, the quality of lectures and exercises were evalu-
ated by students. More than 80% of students replied that the contents of the lectures are very useful for pharma-
ceutical care and the style of many exercises are very effective. Furthermore, approximately 909 of the students
felt deficiencies of clinical knowledge, in English comprehension, computer-handling, and statistics in managing the
Dl service for pharmaceutical service. Following the hospital clerkship, students were interviewed to asses their
feedback evaluation on the impact of class lectures and Dl practice during clerkship. More than 6096 of students re-
plicd that both the lectures and practice in the school are uscful in their future career. However, only 30% of the
students felt the DI practice using a computer was useful for the hospital clerkship. These student’s surveys results
might be a reflection of current situations in the hospital pharmacy with major dispensing services. This current

discrepancy will be reduced as improving hospital pharmacy services.

Key words :

drug informatics educational programs pharmacy school hospital pharmacy practice curriculum
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