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Abstract

Objective: Recently, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare have promoted use of generic drugs actively. However, the policy have not progressed
smoothly because it can be considered that there are anxieties about the inadequate system in which the generic drug companies have collected and
provided drug information. Therefore, the hospital pharmacists have to collect the information by themselves without depending on the companies. So
in this study, we tried to collect and evaluate the safety drug information about severe liver failure by ticlopidine hydrochloride as an example.
Methods: We searched the essential information from medical information databases such as MEDLINE and medical magazines and books in our
department. Then we compared the information with that provided from the brand-name drug company.

Results: The general information about liver failure was not so different between both resources. However, the information concerning the tendency and
feature of ticlopidine hydrochloride-specific liver failure provided from the brand-name drug company was obviously enriched compared with that we
could collect by ourselves. Actually the information collected by ourselves was poor in devising safety.

Conclusion: It is very difficult to collect the safety information about generic drugs by each hospital pharmacist. Therefore, in order to promote use of
generic drugs, it would be necessary to advance environmental maintenance system of the drug information immediately by a national policy.
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